For years, starting 
all the way back 
when I was Robin, he 
Plagued the citizens 
of Gotham City 
with his often-times 
homicidal behavior. 


For every crime 
he committed (and 
they were legion) 
he'd preface 
each criminal act 
with a riddle, 


"How many 
angels can 
dance on 
the head 
ofa pin?" 


Answer: Six. 

(He had hired a group 
of Satan's Angels 
assassins to kick in 
the skull of a noted 
dress designer... 


. this distraction was to 

allow the Riddler to knock 

off the box office during 

the Fashion Extravaganza 
at the civic center.) 


You get 
the idea, 


Now, it appears 0 

incontrovertible / 

that the Crom |; / 
Prince of Posits-- / 


/ 


--the maniacal 
master of mental 


manipulations-- / 


-the conniving 
crafter of n 
conundrums-- Oa 


The Riddler, 
is no more. 


Edward Nigma, on 

the other hand... 
mis alive 
and well. 


While he claims 
his heart is in the 
right place-- 


--insisting he's 
determined to use 


— - his cerebral talents 
= םה‎ Lo benefit others-- 


--it is safe to 
say his mind is 
still a little..off. FX 


RL 4 
: | 1 <A OCCAM'S 
—— GT / TA RAZOR! | 
/ a 
= / 


T Mad been laying in 

my mock-up of the 

‘crime scene for the 
past six hours... 


rude interruption, 


I put myself 
in the place of 
tHe victim... måll the while analyzing 
every bit of evidence from 
both these seemingly 
unrelated tragedies. 

å The suicide-by-train 

of Russian tennis 
player Natya Turgenyeva-- |^ 


--and the thirty-seven- 
floor swan dive of Nascar 
₪ superstar Buck Battleman, 


Mymistake had been 
weighing each and 
every bit of forensics 
individually, looking for 
a clue to present itself. 


DAMMIT, 
RIDDLER, DID 
YOU EVEN HEAR 
WHAT I SAID? 
HARLEY’S BEEN 
TAKEN/ 


when the 

truth was 
much more 
subversive. 


HELP BUT NOTICE 


SUPPOSED TO 
BE YOUR FR/END, 


WHAT IS 
THE MATTER WITH 


DO I REMEMBER? HMM... 
DO I REMEMBER THAT 
HARLEY TEETERS ON THE 
EDGE OF SANITY? THAT 
SHE DISAPPEARS FOR 
MONTHS AT A TIME WITH NO 
EXPLANATION? SOMETIMES 
IN THE COMPANY OF 
THE JOKERP 


DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT ELSE I REMEMBER? 
I REMEMBER THE REDHEAD 
KIDNAPPING ME. FOR 
WEEKS. 


AND I REMEMBER YOU 
NOT DOING MUCH ABOUT 
IT, SELINA KYLE. 


NOW 
PLEASE...AS 
I MENTIONED, 
I HAVE A 
CASE. 


DAA 
/ Well, that 
L/| | should help 

me focus. 


Tall go» 
Poin 

/ ears, Black 
e He may 
be good. 


But he's 
iot a lot 
o learn. 


Nothing he can't 
Jeg up from his 

uture roommates 
at Arkham Asylum, 


I would leave a 
ríddle before I'd 
commit a crime. 


Daring Batman 
to stop me. 


I know, I know-- 
what was I thinking? 


Bruce 

trusted him... 

But the guy committine 
these crimes? 4 


„only slightly 
farther than he 
could throw him, 


He hides the clues to 
his next murder-- 


--on the 
bodies of 
his current 
victim! 


Yes, it's my job | If for no other 
to stop him. reason than m 
fledgling private 
investigation 
firm could use 
the publicity. 


But that doesn't mean I 
don't tip my hat to the guy. 


/ 


"> = 3 ו‎ 
> OG / 
till BE 2 BUT ALL THE EVIDENCE 


Even without 4 d POINTS TO SUICIDE. 


WHY WOULD GCPD 
NOT ALERT THE MEDIA IF A 
HOMICIDAL MANIAC WERE 

STALKING THE CITY? 


Mime /£ only takes 
two words. 


LET'S BE KIND AND SAY THEY 
DON'T HAVE ANYONE WITH MY 
UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE. 


SERIAL 
KILLER. 


YOU'VE GONE OVER YOUR 
THEORY SEVERAL TIMES, AND I'M 
AFRAID I SPEAK FOR EVERYONE 


q IF SOLVING Å 
Så IMPOSSIBLE 


CRIMES WERE 
EASY, EVERYONE 


7 MR. NIGMA, 
CAN YOU 
EXPLRIN-- 


The 
Batman. 


Guy loves 
to make an 
entrance. 


NOT THAT 
IT ISN'T ALWAYS 
A PLEASURE... 


BUT CAN 
WE DO THIS 
ANOTHER TIMEP 
I'M ON THE 


THERE'S A 
VERY DANGEROUS 
SERIAL KILLER ON THE 
STREETS OF THE CITY, 
AND I'M DOING MY 
PART TO PUT HIM 


AND DRUM 
UP BUSINESS FOR 
YOURSELF IN THE 


YOU'RE NOT 
HELPING PEOPLE BY 
SCARING THEM. 


Someone else 
might have missed 
it. Not me. 
A isn’t quite 
himself. 


«THAT IS A 
HOOT COMING 
FROM YOU/ 


Height, weight, build, 
how he ARIE himself, «but I'm not 
the voice... all different. your average 
He does a good job audience. Still, 
with the NANCE... I'll play along. 


YOU MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN TOO 
BUSY DOING THE 
CALYPSO WITH A 
CATWOMAN. 
TO NOTICE < 
THE NUMBER TWO 


RANKED TENNIS PRO 
IN THE WOR 


--SOMEONE 
WITH A LOT TO 
LIVE FOR-- 


--SUPPOSEDLY 
CHOSE TO STEP IN 
FRONT OF A TRAIN TWO 
NIGHTS AGO. 


, He's testing 
me, Fine. 


AND I 
PROBABLY. 
DIDN'T REALIZE 
BOB BATTLEMAN 
LERPT OFF A 
BUILDING LAST 
NIGHT... 


„WHEN HE WAS 
DUE TO PICK UP A 
TWELVE MILLION DOLLAR 
ENDORSEMENT THIS 
MORNING. 


See how quickly 
he gives it away. 


I'M SURE 
YOU NOTICED, THEN, 
IT WAS ODD A NOTED 
1 CLRUSTROPHOBIC-- 


--WOLLD 
BE CAUGHT 


3 


DEAD STEPPING 


AT 37TH 
STREET. 


IN FRONT OF A 


THE SAME NUMBER € 
OF STORIES THE 
RACE CAR DRIVER 
FELL TO HIS DEATH 


TO THE MINUTE 
LATER. 


OT 
MANY PEOPLE N 
WOULD DRESS IN | 
A SAFETY HELMET 
FOR A SUICIDE, 
I'M SURE YOU 
NOTED. 


AS I'M 
SURE YOU 
OBSERVED IT ODD 
THAT BATTLEMAN, 
ELATED OVER 
HIS PENDING 


TAKE THE 
TIME TO SCRAWL 
GIBBERISH ON HIS 
CHEST BEFORE 
LEAPING. 


\> 
THOUGH 
WE CAN BOTH 
AGREE THE SION V victim OF THESE 
אס‎ IS HAND _ FAUX SUICIDES WILL 
WOULD BIS HAND BE ALISON GULBRAITH, 
INDICATE” "THE NOTED GOTHAM 
4 ROMANCE WRITER WHOSE 
LĄTEST NOVEL WILL BE 
RELEASED AT BOOK 
STORES ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY 
AT MIDNIGHT 
TONIGHT... 


--THE NEXT 


HOURS AFTER 
THE LAST 
MURDER! 


Whoever he 
is... he’s good, 
TU give him that. 


ARE YOU 
KIDDING? 
I LIVE TO 


SERVE. 
PRUDENT...IF 
YOU LOOKED NOW THRT GIVES 
RFTER HER US RBOUT TWENTY 
TWIN SISTER, MINUTES TO FIND OUR 
N ANGELA. RESPECTIVE-- 


ITSA 
LONG SHOT, 
BUT, AS YOU 
KNOW, MOST 
SERIAL KILLERS 
ADVANCE THEIR 
GAME WITH EACH 

SUCCESSIVE / 
₪ CRIME. ₪ 


Thank God for Alfred 

and the Batcomputer. 

Tim was always better 
at this than me. 


It's not as 
impressive 
as it looks. 


While I attended to 
the task at hand-- & 


RZ --Ed Nigma looked 
after the girl. 


Her name 
is Angela. 


ED NIGMA, 
FORMERLY THE 

RIDDLER. s 
RND 

YOU RRE VE 
IMPRESSIVE... 
FROM EVERY 
CONCEIVRBLE 

E 


The 
riddles are 
gone... 


„but the 
questiohs 
linger. 


REPUTATION 
PRECEDES 
YOU. 


IF YOU'LL 
ALLOW ME TO 
ANSWER. 


NOW THAT 
YOU ARE SAFE 
AND SOUND, 

Ma MADAM... 


TH-THANK Y 
you. 


IHRVETO 
RDMIT, FOR R 
SUPER-VILLRIN 
YOU'RE VERY 

POLITE. 


“FRIENDS,” 
PLURAL. 


NDIC 
MURDERRS 
TWELVE 


| 
SECOND/ 
DN 4 
|| LAST BODY / 
BEFORE THE 
₪ 


\ POLICE 
N ARRIVE. / 
DA 


ITS 
CONUNDRUM 
WHILE WE'RE IN 
COSTUME. 
OUR LITTLE 
EXERCISE. 


old be 
THE AUTHORITIES Surprised. 
WOULD BE SO Å 
MUCH FUN? db 


FIND HIM, 
'LL PLANT THE N \ 5 
EVIDENCE, 3 Y SHE'S SO 
BOSSY. WE'RE 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
PARTNERS AND SHE 
TREATS US AS 
HENCHMEN. 


SAVA 


NAN 


KK 


N 


Vi 
4 


Like taking 
candy from 
a baby. 


QF more 
dccurately-- 


--slamming an 
oversized picture 
book down a — 
baby's throat. 
m =) 
Metaphorically. 


OW 
DID I KNOW 
THAT SOMEHOW- 
THROUGH ALL OF TH 
סיד‎ ACTUALLY HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 
MY IDOL IN THE 
FLESH? 
I CAN'T 
SRY-- 
CONUNDRUM, 
ISN'T ITP 


I MAY BE 
THE SMARTEST, 
CERTAINLY THE MOST 
CLEVER, PERSON 
I KNOW-- 
Ala) 
Al 


--BUTEVEN G BR 
T DIDN'T FORESEE : 
THESE CRIMES WERE 

COMMITTED BY A 

MULTITUDE OF 


MURDERERS. Å 
NOW THAT I 
KNOW THIS, YOU'LL Y 


u yout 
IT WOULD 
ORIGINP p. BE AN HONOR, ¥ 
/ MR. NIGMA. / 
HAVE RT IT. 4 


€ GIVEN YOUR 
Y” RELATIVELY YOUNG AGES, 
I'M GOING TO ASSUME YOU'RE 
J COLLEGE STUDENTS. 


de POLICE SCIENCE N* 
(RA MAJORS. 
A STUDY IN 
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE 


HIGHLIGHTED MY WELL-PUBLICIZED | 
(| REHABILITATION, AND YOU TOOK IT 
3 N UPON YOURSELVES TO Mi 
(É |» FILL A VOID. 
) 


mą 


A 


AMAZING. 
YOU'RE EVERY 
BIT AS BRILLIANT AS 


STUDIED HAD SAID 
YOU WERE. 


IF I WASN'T 
HOLDING A GUN 
TO THIS WOMAN'S 
HEAD, I WOULD 
APPLAUD! 


I AM GENUINELY 
SORRY I HAVE TO 
KILL YOU. 


WOULDN'T GIVE סד‎ 
CRACK YOUR HEAD 
OPEN AND STUDY THE 
WAY YOUR BRAIN 


YOU'RE‏ זו 
OPEN TO A BIT‏ 


OF ADVICE, I'D 
SUGGEST YOU 
CEASE, IF NOT 
DESIST. 
THE 
BATMAN 
WILL BE HERE 
ANY MOMENT, 
AND I SEE 
NO REASON 
YOU SHOULD 
ADD ANOTHER 
HOMICIDE 
TO YOUR 
RESUME. 


IT'S 


KILLING ME 
NOT TO ASK YOU 
"WHY IS THIS MAN 

SMILING?” 


| 


HAVEN'T 
YOU READ 
THE PAPERS 

LATELY? 


THE BAT 
AND I ARE 
THICK AS 
THIEVES. EVEN GAVE 
ME THIS NEW 
CANE--COMPLETE 
WITH A GPS 
BEACON: 
TH-THAT WOULD 
BE AWESOME, BUT EVEN 
J DON'T SEE THAT 
HAPPENING. 


“A TWIST OF THE 
QUESTION MARK -- 


IND HE WAS 
ALERTED TO MY NG 
SITUATION 5 


YT THOUGHT 
I WAS ONLY 
STĄLLING FOR TIME-- 
UNTIL I THOUGHT OF 
SOMETHING. 


I REALLY HAVE 
A BAT-SIGNAL 
IN MY CANE? 


2 
OF 
COURSE NOT. 
IT OCCURRED 


TO ME THE 
ADDRESS 
WAS-- 


--1200 TO 
1206, THE TIME א‎ 
OF THE SECOND 

MURDER. 


YOU CAME 
ALL THIS WAY TO , y K SPEAKING 
SAVE ME. = > OF WHICH, 
ANGELA...THE ₪ 


ADMIT IT, e 4 
RODENTMAN-- BATMAN. 


I'M GROWING E C THE 
[ / BATMAN, 
ANGELA. 


/ the cheeriness | 
down, at least, 
An C JEZ) 


I'M HERE 

TO SAVE THE 
WOMAN. YOU'RE 
JUST COLLATERAL 
SALVAGE. 


Maybe in his place 
is a mah who can use 
|| his mental condition-- 
(CHEESE 


T --to make 
å amends for the WER 
sins of his past. 7 


Maybe it 
is time to 


«to the life 
and times of 
Edward Nigma, 


\ [1 
— Mf if. 
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